ON THE GROUND
WITH THE MASTER OF

The first cohort of UC Berkeley's new Master
of Development Practice (MDP) fanned out
across the globe this summer to complete their
required practicum, allowing students to apply
the skills they learned in the classroom to real-
world challenges.

Jian (Sam) Ju (China) worked with the Food
and Agricultural Organization of the United
Nations (FAO) at its headquarters in Rome, ¥
Italy. His project merges household data with
climate data from Zambia, Malawi, and Vietnam
to understand how climate-smart agricultural
practices affect agricultural production and food
security in these regions.
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Maximilian Zaenker (Germany) collaborated with SEKEM, a non-
governmental organization (NGO) based in El Minya, Egypt, that
promotes sustainable food production in arid conditions and fos-
ters human-centered (community-focused) development throughout
Egypt. Zaenker delivered workshops that promote sustainable water
use, but his work was interrupted by the region’s violent political
clashes, which led to his evacuation from the region.

Tara Roach (USA) worked with Not
For Sale, an organization that fights
modern-day slavery around the world.
She was part of a team that is conduct-
ing a comprehensive study on human
trafficking in the San Francisco Bay Area,
paving the way for a self-sustaining job-
training program to support survivors
and at-risk individuals.

' The Nairobi, Kenya-based Human Needs
Project (HNP) is building a new coop-
erative town center that will provide ser-
vices in sanitation, health, education, and
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Kiva is a nonprofit organization that uses small-scale
lending, the power of the Internet, and a worldwide
network of microfinance institutions to help create
opportunity and alleviate poverty around the world.
As a Kiva fellow in Palestine and Israel, Shereen
Masoud (USA) acted as Kiva's “eyes and ears on the
ground,” working with local partners to ensure that
loan dollars go where they are needed most.

In Nablus, the 21-year-old tailor Osaid used his Kiva loan to buy a new laptop so that
he can research the latest styles.
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John Grams (USA) conducted research for the FAO
on rural supply chains for various animal products in
Mongolia. The aim of the project is to improve the liveli-
hoods of small herders.

Sadhika Kumar (India) worked on India’s sustainable-
cities pilot, part of the larger Delhi-Mumbai Industrial
Corridor Project undertaken by the Indian govern-
ment in collaboration with the Japanese government
and the private sector. The project aims to alleviate
poverty by creating employment opportunities and
increasing existing infrastructure, while also address-
ing climate change-related challenges.

Peter Myers (USA) and Zhen Zhao
(China) worked with Sir Dorabji Tata
Trust, an Indian philanthropic organiza-
tion, to evaluate an education project in
rural West Bengal, that integrates com-
puters and other technology into school
curricula. The two reported on how well
the program met its goals of improving
educational achievement, bridging the
digital divide, and improving teaching
and learning strategies.
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The Durban, South Africa—based company Wonderbag seeks to improve livelihoods across
the globe and contribute to climate change mitigation through production and distribution
of 100 million of its products around the world. Wonderbag'’s titular heat-retention gadget
continues to cook food up to several hours after just a few minutes of boiling on the stove,
allowing families to reduce their use of water and cooking fuel and reduce carbon dioxide
emissions. The Berkeley MDP team of Jessica Clayton (USA), MaaNaa Pierre (Ghana), and
Kamila Demkova (Slovakia) worked with agricultural and resource economics Ph.D. student
Vanessa Reed to conduct household surveys and data analysis to evaluate the device’s poten-
tial to meet the company’s goals. (See The Big Picture, page 29.)
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