Against the house, left, a mixed planting of Chondropetalum ‘El Campo’,
‘Irene’ rosemary, and various succulents and thymes. Multi-blend stone
paving (made of a quarter-sandstone composition) juts into a Sierra tan

gravel path. Foreground left, local “Enz” stone walls define the property.

Along the right side of the path, fruitless ‘Swan Hill’ olive trees are
planted amid a mass planting of Sesleria ‘Greenlee’. The water feature
was made with poured-in-place smooth concrete.
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A farm, meadow, and edible garden come together in dramatic fashion.
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PLAN KEY

A. KITCHEN GARDEN
B. DRIVEWAY

C. ENTRYWAY

D. PATIO & FIRE PIT
E. MEADOW

F. SWIMMING POOL
G. BOCCE COURT
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The homeowner tours the
property with two of her
dogs. Right, Poa arachnifera
planted en masse. Left, a
Chinese pistache abuts the
house in a Carex pansa
meadow that cascades down
to Sesleria ‘Greenlee’ (front
left). Borrowed views in the
distance make the property
feel more remote than it is.

had always wanted a little farm. I've always
liked that kind of living.”

The owner of this 3-acre property on the
Pacific coast outside Santa Cruz had dreamt
of raising goats and growing her own food ever
since she worked on a family farm in college and
interned for a veterinarian in her small home-
town growing up. Before this spot became a Tus-
cany-inspired refuge for her and her family, it
was the last empty plot in a neighborhood that
she had had her eye on for years. The first time
she spied it, she recalls, “I thought, ‘Wow! Now,
that is a nice piece of property.” I could imagine
something beautiful here.”

About two years later, when it came up for
sale, she grabbed it and later recruited Bernard
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Trainor of Bernard Trainor and Associates (BTA)
to create the sanctuary she envisioned. A virtu-
ally flat plateau with gentle sloping on the edg-
es holds an expanse of native meadow grass that
opens onto borrowed views of the bay. “The
property had a lot of potential,” Trainor says.
The owner’s two imperatives—to blur the
boundaries between where the property began
and ended and to make room to raise animals
and grow edibles—were more than achievable.
But to her, a life lived close to the land also car-
ried over to the home’s architecture, which need-
ed to be ecologically sound from the ground up
and facilitate an outdoor lifestyle. “I wanted
something that sits lightly on the land,” she says.
For that she went to William McDonough +

THE OWNERS
DEVOTED A
GOOD PORTION
OF THE LAND

TO GROWING
EDIBLES AND
TENDING
ANIMALS.

Partners and worked with architect Kather-
ine Grove, AIA, a director with the firm at the
time (Grove has since established her own
studio, urbangrove.net, in Charlottesville,
Virginia, and works on sustainable-construction
issues at the University of Virginia). Grove em-
phasizes what McDonough calls cradle-to-cradle
cycles: “Every resource is in a continuous healthy
loop,” Grove says. “We're designing to respect
that, using [materials and structure] in a deliber-
ate way so that everything can be reused.”

Put another way, everything tied to a place in-
fluences the design of both the hardscape and the
landscape. Foggy mornings, sunny afternoons,
coastal winds, wet winters, native grasslands,
and dense soil are not only considered but used.
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